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Editorial
Janet Armstrong

How exciting and gratifying it is to receive reports from our 
alumni as to how God is teaching them and using them in over 30 
different countries around the world!   ACTI is so blessed to be 
a part of God’s ministry of preparation for His workers. We are 
challenged to prepare the trainees for what they may encoun-
ter in their fields of service. 

In this issue we are attempting to bring to you various 
glimpses of the lives and ministries of our alumni. They 
share some of the lessons learned and what the Lord 
has been doing in and through their lives and ministries 
through your prayers on their behalf.

Several alumni share the lessons learned while in 
training at ACTI, lessons which are proving valuable 
as they serve in various capacities and ministries. 
Other alumni share experiences and opportunities 
for learning and growth that the Lord has brought 
to them through the various ministries in which 
they are involved.

We have many alumni who are serving in areas 
where their profile and ministry is kept low 
key.  As you read and pray, please remember 
the many alumni who serve in places where 

communication is limited and contact with us 
also cannot be open. ACTI desires that the training 

they have received will stand in good stead as many times 
they face challenges in isolation from others of like faith.

We trust that you will be encouraged as you read through the vari-
ous articles in this issue, and that you will also be motivated to pray 
our alumni who are scattered around the world, and for ACTI as we 
continue to help God’s people to be effective in cross-cultural minis-
try - that they will be faithful and will worship the Lord in spirit and in 
truth, no matter where they are.
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June	2007
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As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippian church … 

“If you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then, 
make my joy complete by being like-minded having the same 
love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 
others better than yourselves. Each of you should look 
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus…”  (Philippians 2: 1-5)

Dr  Kelvin Chen with wife, Debbie and children, Stuart, Faith, & Joshua, are Singaporean and ACTI  alumni of 2005. They are serving 
with SIM at the Egbe Hospital in Niger.

we had while at ACTI, a game was played that left 
me tearing-up and emotional afterwards. It taught 
me a little more about what it meant to be a team. 
The game required that everybody in the group 
take turns to fall backwards. It was like this – he/
she stood on a table and was supposed to fall 
backwards, standing upright (ie, not bending the 
knees or collapsing into a sitting kind of position).  
 The rest of the group formed two straight lines, 
one facing one another, with arms interlocking, be-
hind the table. Their job: to catch the falling person.
When it came to my turn, it was particularly difficult 
to ‘fall’ because:
 • It meant that I had to trust my team for my 
safety − I was vulnerable… and I did not like that 
feeling.
 • I also felt terrible to have to cause my team-
mates discomfort, even pain since they had to take 

the full weight of my fall (I am not very light!) I just 
didn’t want to be a ‘burden’ to the others.
I felt it was a much easier role to be the ‘catcher’. 
One reason was that I realized the importance of 
that role – to be strong and reliable, to be there for 
the rest of my team-mates, for they depended on 
me. It was a role I understood and felt comfortable 
with. 
 The good thing was that everyone had to per-
form both roles (the ‘faller’ as well as the ‘catcher’) 
by the end of the game, so that made it less em-
barrassing. 
 What did I learn from all this?  
 Among other things, this game taught me espe-
cially humility – to accept help from others, to even 
acknowledge that there are times when I will need 
the help of others to bear my burdens, and that I 
should not be afraid to admit it. 

Kelvin Chen



“if we want to 
give the best...
we must also 
be prepared 
and equipped”

� �

We also realized that being from different cultures 
and nationalities would make for even more dif-
ficult situations, especially in the area of culture 
differences, the aspect of language differences, 
habits and personal conduct.
 Before we entered our place of service, we 
were to study language and the culture in the capi-
tal of the country for one month, and that was very 
pleasant because all factors were very supportive 
and in our favor - everyone only spoke one dialect 
wherever we went which helped us to quickly learn 
the language. Unfortunately, though, because of 
financial limitations, that could only take place a 
month. We were eventually forced into immedi-
ately entering our field of 
service with a very limited 
and minimal grasp of the 
national language. We 
had to work on complet-
ing our study of language 
and culture while in the 
midst of ministry.
 However, what be-
came startling to us was 
that in our new place 
of service, not only one 
language was used, but 
three, even four dialects. 
Another struggle also for us was that evidently our 
colleague used a dialect that was different from 
the one we studied. At first we tried to stay calm in 
facing the reality of this difficult situation, but after 
experienced the difficulty of learning even one 
new language, to adapt to the local culture as well 
as our colleague in a different work in a different 
nation was something that required the Holy Spirit, 
perseverance and patience. We had previous ex-
perience in co-operating with the others of different 
cultures and nationalities, but evidently that was 
not enough. The reality of what we were experi-
encing here was something new and unknown to 
us beforehand. It was like learning everything from 
the beginning again.
 In looking back at the aspect of preparation, 
one matter that made us grateful and thankful 
to the Lord was that before entering the mission 
field, by His grace we were able to be equipped 
at Asian Cross-cultural Training Institute (ACTI) in 
Singapore. It was a privilege for us to be involved 
in training and formation at ACTI, because what 
was given there really helped to answer situations 
and challenges on the field. Our home country had 
missions training held by churches or local mis-
sions agencies, but the Lord brought us to ACTI 

where the lecturers had experience in the field of 
service for more than 15 years. ACTI was really 
different in their perspective from other mission 
trainings available in that their lecturers were from 
various different mission agencies and cultural 
backgrounds who were definitely experienced in 
ministry. That knowledge was very valuable and 
significant to us who were just entering the field. 
 We ourselves have experienced and enjoyed 
results of preparation and provisioning at ACTI. 
When we were faced by these situations and chal-
lenges on the field, even the problem of language 
and culture as well as our fellow worker from a dif-
ferent background, we praised God because ACTI 

had prepared and equipped 
us to face all that. We experi-
enced good preparation that 
really helped, because at ACTI 
that was done by all of us 
living “cross-cultural” together 
and studying how to anticipate 
situations that would come 
up, as well as how to use the 
strategies that were good for 
cross-cultural ministry.
 By the grace and mercy of 
the Lord, we have been able 
to go through our days here 

with joy and fulfillment. Despite our hesitations at 
first, evidently with the provisions that were owned 
by us, the Lord afforded us grace to face and to 
overcome the challenges. So, although we still are 
newcomers, learners, and listeners, we have seen 
what God has done in and through our lives, in our 
language study, and in the area of building rela-
tionships and ministry day by day. That is all only 
because of His grace.
 Our suggestion and advice for candidates 
in Asia who will enter cross-cultural service as 
missionaries, is that it is better for them to enroll 
and be prepared in places like ACTI. If we want to 
give the best to the Lord through ourselves in our 
field of service, we should also be prepared and 
equipped well through a good and experienced 
place. All the glory only for the Lord!

“M” & “M” (pseudonyms) are alumni of ACTI, serving in a Creative Access Nation.

When still in the bench of theological training, often 
we heard testimonies from missionaries who served 
on the field. Their stories and testimonies were of 
varied and full of happiness and also sorrow.  
Definitely all of that depended on their situation and 
the conditions on their field of the service, and what 
their attitude was in facing those situations. It was 
evident from hearing their testimonies that it was not 
easy to enter cross-cultural ministry. 
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From the time I was 13 years old, I wanted to be a missionary. 
I tried to prepare myself for missionary work – I studied Theol-
ogy, Linguistics, computer and sewing, etc. I tried to study many 
things so that it would help me to work more effectively as a mis-
sionary. But even though I wanted to be a missionary since I was 
young, I had never travelled out of my own country, so I did not 
experience living with foreigners in a different culture. 
 When I prayed about where I should go as a missionary, God 
gave me a chance to learn about missionary life while I was at 
ACTI. There I experienced living in a different culture and liv-
ing with foreigners (people of other cultures than my own). How 
difficult and stressful it was to communicate with others who had 
different languages. This was my first time out of my own culture. 
I needed to learn to live with others who had different cultural 

backgrounds, and I learned that we 
were all just so different and that 
they were not wrong because they 
were different. 
 I learned how to deal with rela-
tionship problems, emotional prob-
lems and how to deal with stress. 
I learned what kind of emotional 
problems and stresses we would 
face in ministry, and how I would 
need to deal with them. I learned 
many things, not only in the class 
room but also through other train-
ees and teachers’ lives. I had many 
chances to experience many differ-
ent cultures from the other trainees, 
and I learned from their experi-
ences on the field and through their 
sharing. 
 I sometimes became discour-
aged and stressed from the differ-
ent environment that I was not used 
to, but I had great times with other 
trainees. I knew that we could share 
love and joy though our different 
cultural backgrounds. 
 I learned so many things at 
ACTI. Above all, I learned how 
important our relationship with God 
is. God wants us to serve Him and 
other people, but more than that, 
He wants us to have a relationship 
with Him, for Him to spend time with 
me. Sometimes I concentrate on 
doing His work. Not on Him. Then 
I would feel tired and exhausted. 
Now, whenever I feel depressed, 
I am reminded of the lessons I 
learned at ACTI. God doesn’t want 
for me to be devoted to my work, 
but He wants to have a relationship 
with me. I came to serve in Thai-
land, and I know He cares for me 
and the ministry I am in. That fact 
encourages me, but I learned and 
experienced the basic and most 
important thing at ACTI. Before I 
came to ACTI, I prepared for mis-
sionary work. But at ACTI, I learned 
about missionary life. 

Youmi is an ACTI alumni (2002) from Korea.  She has been serving in Thailand and plans to further her education in missions.

Choi Youmi

Learn from experienced lecturers and 
trainers from various cultural backgrounds.

Learn to think through challenging  
cross-cultural situations.

Develop strategies in order to be more 
competent in another culture. 

Learn how to learn a new language.

Practice living in “community” … one of 
the key elements of the Gospel.

Receive personal help and evaluation from 
people who have “been there”.

Learn to deal with personal problems  
before you get to the field.

Practice cross-cultural living and learning 
in a safe, non-threatening environment.

ACTI 2007 Course Schedule
Next Course Intake: 

1 August – 7 November 2007

2008 First Intake 
January – April (Dates to be announced) 

______________________
Application forms are available online at

www.acti-singapore.org

Please note e-mail addresses:  
admin@acti-singapore.org  
alumni@acti-singapore.org  

dean@acti-singapore.org



“only God’s love and grace 
can change this country”

10 11

Cho Seong Won

My husband and I have been in Cambodia for 
almost 7 years and doing church planting ministry 
for over 5 years in a rural area located in the South 
East called ‘Neak Loeung’. Both of us are from 
Korea which is mono-cultural country, conserva-
tive towards women, and dominated by men in 
general.
 When we joined OMF, I wondered about my 
future ministry because I heard that international 
missions (such as OMF) strongly encouraged 
husbands and wives working together equally 
in ministry, something which we had never done 
before. I soon realized how exciting it was to be a 
co-worker with my husband, to learn together and 
share ministry together. While we worked, I also 
discovered spiritual gifts which I never used before. 
Now I like to be called ‘Sunkyosanim’ (“Missionary” 
in Korean) more than ‘Samonim’ (“Pastor’s Wife” in 
Korean). 
 I have struggled with the issue of women’s 
rights, justice and life in Cambodia. In this culture, 
by national law, people can marry by age 18. But 
actually 
if they 
are forced 
to marry by 
their parents, they 
usually marry before 
that age. Many girls are 
married young, and recently it has become quite 
common to marry them off to fairly rich old men 
who are relatives living overseas without these 
girls previously knowing them. What surprises me 
is that the parents of these girls are happy to make 
this kind of marriage. 
 In Cambodia there are so many sad stories of 
broken marriages, selling daughters to the keeper 
of a brothel, being infected with HIV by unfaithful 
husbands, habitual violence to wives, girls’ school-
ing stopped because of priority given to the boys in 
the family (because of poverty), thousands of fac-
tory girls working and living in poor and dangerous 
conditions in the city, etc. There have been many 
acid attacks toward famous female singers and ac-
tresses by hit-men because of guilty relationships 
with married men in the hierarchy. 
 But − there are also uncountable stories of 
restoring women’s identity through believing in 
Jesus. I want to introduce two stories of our church 
members in Cambodia.
 We started a new church plant in Neak Loeung 
with a German lady missionary and a local lady 
named Srey Own, sent as a domestic mission-

ary by a local church in Phnom Penh where my 
husband and I had served the previous two years. 
It was good to work as a team with a local worker 
as well as with another foreign missionary. Srey 
Own was employed in a garment factory for two 
years, but after she committed to full time work for 
God, she joined our team. She had only finished 
grade 5, and was a shy person when talking with 
others but not when it came to sharing the Gospel. 
She also had low self-esteem because of her low 
education and inability to speak English, but ever 
since she became a Christian she found her own 
true identity and has much joy in serving the Lord 
with her own people in Cambodia. She is always 
enthusiastic about sharing the Gospel, encourag-
ing people to come to church; has very good skills 
in communicating with children (girls in particular) 
and has brought many girls to know Jesus Christ. 
She is someone who has overcome her weak-
nesses by God’s constant love and grace. Her 
mother is a Christian and was concerned about 
Srey Own’s future, because Cambodians think that 

especially if 
you are a very 
committed 
Christian, it 
would be very 
difficult to 

marry anyone. 
But Srey Own was married last November to one 
of our church members, a watch repair man in 
Neak Loeung market, who was baptized two years 
ago. Now both she and her husband are doing 
small business together in the market and helping 
regularly with village outreach. 
 Another story is about one of Srey Own’s fruits 
- Kannya. She started to come to church in 2001 
at age 15, through the ministry of Srey Own. She 
had been out of school for many years already be-
cause her family was very poor and asked her to 
help with finances. When we met her the first time, 
she was learning to be a tailor at an orphanage in 
Neak Loeung. She regularly came to Bible study 
and different church activities, but her family didn’t 
like her attending church, especially her mother, 
who would bite her and persecute her. Several 
Sundays she came to worship service with minor 
injuries from her mother, and was even bit by her 
mother on the day she was baptized. She was 
then forced to marry a man with a bad reputation 
in the village. Later, at the age of 17, she married 
another man named Bunee, in spite of the prayers 
of the church. 
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 But a miracle happened on Kannya’s baptism 
day. The baptism trip was far from Neak Loeung, 
so the return was late. While her mother waited in 
front of our house, she was very angry with  
Kannya. There she met a church member who was 
also waiting for his family. He shared the Gospel 
with her, trying to soften her, and that night God 
touched the mother’s heart. She started to come 
to ladies’ meeting and often shared about her 
struggle with her husband and her-son in-law, 
Kannya’s husband. Soon after Kannya’s marriage, 
her mother realized what kind of man Bunee was. 
Many times she asked for prayer for her family. Her 
faith has been growing a lot and she has recog-
nized God’s blessing in her life. 
 Kannya’s mother had a new baby last year at 
age 43 (she also has three grandchildren). She 
and her husband are so happy now, not only for 
this baby but also Kannya’s husband’s conver-
sion. Recently, Bunee received Jesus Christ as his 
Savior and three weeks later on Sunday during the 

worship service he came forward, knelt down in 
public and in tears confessed his sin about biting 
his wife and making the family unhappy with his 
drunkenness. This family story has become very 
famous in their village and now Bunee is sharing 
his life story with other neighbors. 
 March 8th was International Women’s Day. It 
is also a national holiday in Cambodia (Women’s 
Rights Day). On the TV we saw the news about so 
many ceremonies and about celebrating this day 
in all around the country. Our church ladies’ group 
also attended a special women’s life seminar in a 
church in another province and enjoyed the fellow-
ship with other Christian ladies group. 
 But there are still so many sad things hap-
pening to women in this country day by day and 
moment by moment. It seems hopeless, but as 
we know, only God’s love and grace can change 
this country to love and care for women as God’s 
wonderful creation. 

Seong Won and her husband, Cho Hak Hyun have been serving with OMF in Cambodia for 7 years. They are ACTI alumni (1999).

I thank God for His teaching 
and leading on the past months, 
and for providing a cross-cul-
tural community environment with 
trainers and classmates. They 
have become my lifelong friends, 
brothers and sisters, and I’m sure 
we will keep each other in our 
prayers. We exchanged our culture 
customs and learned from each 
other through daily living and eat-
ing together which I think is the 
most precious experience I had 
from this training. The greatest 
challenge and struggle of interper-
sonal relationships is not to know 
how to keep a superficial “look 
good” relationship but through the 
guidance and example of Jesus 
Christ, to know how to be a peace-
maker responding to conflict, and 
out of all is to know how to love 
my neighbor as myself by showing 
understanding and bearing with 
one another in love. 
 After this 3-month training, 
I understand more why Jesus 
prayed for all believers before 
He was arrested, ‘May they be 
brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and 

uniqueness of the ACTI program 
from which I benefited the most. 
Besides learning the knowledge 
and theories from the qualified 
teachers, I really appreciated the 
truthfulness from all the mission-
ary speakers who shared all the 
struggles they had faced through-
out their mission years. They 
humbly used their weaknesses and 
failures to encourage us as well 
as to glorify Jesus’ sufficiency and 
God’s faithfulness. Thank God for 
filling us with His spirit and open-
ing up ourselves, ‘Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and sin that 
so easily entangles, and let us run 
with perseverance the race marked 
out for us.’ (Hebrew 12:1)  Thank 
God for providing these faithful and 
obedient servants. 
 Many times I found myself just 
like Joshua or Caleb, in that I was 
sent by my home church to explore 
God’s land which was flowing with 
milk and honey, and to do my best 
to bring back some of the fruit from 
this place. I thank God for a reward-
ing and blessed journey in ACTI! 

Gigi Kwong is a recent alumni of ACTI (2007).  She is from Hong Kong, and is planning on serving the Lord in some ministry in the 
near future.

A United Community
Gigi Kwong

have loved them even as you have 
loved me.’ (John 17:23), Jesus 
teaches me how to witness to the 
world through a united Christian 
community. Again, I thank God for 
providing this practical and safe 
training place in ACTI so I was not 
afraid of making any mistakes but 
learnt from mistakes and learnt to 
grow like Christ.
 Also, I thank God for granting 
me good learning times from all 
the missionary experience shar-
ing sessions, outings, and video 
case-studies. I’m sure this is the 

one of ACTI’s greatest assets is our 

 

Trainers, staff, lecturers, trainees are from 
different cultures and various backgrounds
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relationship that He offers. Our personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ should be so evident to 
those around us, that the visible outcomes of that 
relationship should be also the means by which 
others will be drawn to Him. From my life: my 
words, actions, attitudes – they will want to know 
what, how, and eventually, WHO. I am “showing 
them the way” towards that life-giving relationship 
with the Saviour who also wants to have a rela-
tionship with them. Hence – I am “leading them 
to(wards) Jesus Christ”.
 My walk with Jesus Christ, my intimacy with 
Him, should also be a compelling example that 
will encourage those who already have a relation-
ship with Him to make sure they are also becom-
ing closer to Him, and wanting to draw nearer to 
Him – hence, I am “leading them (closer) to Jesus 
Christ”.
  We should not be weary in our work in mis-
sions – but realize that God has an amazing plan 
that includes all of us who are part of His family. 
Each one of us has our own story to tell, and that 
is our own responsibility to and before God – how 

(The Netherlands)
This proverb is often used as a warning about eventual judgment, 
but it can also be understood as a promise that gives hope, patience 
and terrific strength to missionaries in a difficult time or place. They 
keep on working in diligence and faith even when results do not ap-
pear every week. They do not give up and go home (cf. Prov. 10:24). 

Stan Nassbaum is the staff missiologist for Global Mapping International in Colorado Springs, USA, and 
a member of the Global Missiology Task Force of the Missions Com mission. He can be contacted at con-
nections@globalmission.org

we have lived our lives and how we have followed 
Him; each one of us has stories to tell, and these 
will be varied in their processes and also in their 
outcomes. 
 So then, where are the results? They are, in 
entirety, in the hands of God, who is doing His 
work in His time in His way. We are the vessels, 
and with Him we must leave the results – after all, 
the results are to be only for His honour and glory!  
Often our problem is that we want answers and 
results right away, but we need to remember that 
God is the judge, and that He is calling us to be 
faithful and to discharge the duties of our ministry 
(2 Tim.4:5). 
 It is God who gives the results – the final ones 
at the end of the day. He is the one who will say to 
us (or not), “Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have done what I asked you to do. Now, come 
in and enjoy My presence.” This is not based on 
the results as we would view them, but on His own 
terms of love and grace and our faithfulness to be 
the person He wants us to be and to do the task 
He has set out for us to do.

Sometimes the most discouraging factor for 
those involved in missions is the lack of seeing 
the “fruit” from ministry. People can work for years 
and not see even one soul come into the Kingdom. 
Some missionaries cannot say to their support-
ing churches that they have had the privilege of 
leading even one soul to the Lord in the years 
they have laboured on the mission field. And 
many churches tend to “demand” to see and hear 
results of their involvement in missions, namely the 
financial side. As in the business world, they have 
come to “expect” results as part of their so-called 
“contract” with the missionary they have sent out to 
the field.
 One day, several months ago, a young mission-
ary candidate shared with me the heartfelt pain 
of her close friends who have been working in a 
Restricted Access country for 6 years, and have 
only seen one person come to faith in Christ. The 
same day, I received an email from someone who 
has been a part of a team planning to minister in 
another country for only two weeks. That particular 
day, after being not even one full week in the coun-
try, they wrote an amazing story of all the people 
they had been able to pray with personally – pray-
ing with them to accept Christ.

 How can this be? Why some and not others? 
How are we to understand this whole idea – pic-
ture – of “leading people to Christ”? How do we 
explain this reality, that some have so many and 
immediate results, and others strain and struggle 
for years without any visible outcome?
 A leader in our mission organization shared 
with us a few years back that even though he had 
been a missionary for many years, he had not yet 
‘led one person to Christ’ – YET – he had in that 
time also ‘led many people to Christ’. Meaning 
– he had through his life and testimony been the 
means of leading many people closer to Christ.
 As believers and as ministers of the Gospel, we 
are constantly supposed to be constantly ‘leading 
people to(wards) Christ’. This does not mean in 
“churcheology” (church language) that we have sat 
down and prayed the ‘sinner’s prayer’ with each of 
these individuals. What then does it mean?
 As believers (every believer), we are to be in 
the position of always leading people either into a 
relationship with Jesus Christ, or closer to Him in 
the relationship they already have with Him.
 All that we do and say should be part of that 
responsibility – a part of leading someone closer 
to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is and the 

Janet Armstrong

“so neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” (1 Cor. 3:7)



Pray that they will always be sensitive to and dependent on the leading of 
the Holy Spirit in all areas of life and ministry.

Pray for their ministries.
•For faithfulness in ministry.
•Pray for joy in the ministry, regardless of the circumstances. Discouragements come 
quickly when situations seem to never change.

Pray for their physical needs.
•Their health and well-being. When illness and fatigue set in, it is difficult to see beyond 
the physical to what the Lord is doing through them.
•That they will continue to learn to adapt to their host cultures.
•That the Lord will supply ALL their needs.

Pray for the whole family.
•Their marriages. Marriages can take a beating when people are in the ministry, and there 
are even greater struggles and challenges when living in another country.
•Family relationships. Missionaries are lonely – separation from elderly parents and often-
times children who are away at school, can bring deep loneliness to all involved.
•The children.

·Schooling needs – many struggle with what to do about schooling for their children, 
especially those from countries where there is not much in their mother tongue, or if 
the costs and challenges of other schooling is beyond their ability.
·Loneliness and separation challenges – if they are in boarding school of in the home 
country taking further education.
·Friendships – pray for good friends for those who are in other countries with their par-
ents, and for those who are on their own in the home country.
·Adaptation to the mission field can be challenging for some, and for others the chal-
lenge is returning to the parents’ country, with which the children are not familiar.
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bies (lodging, food, job…etc). This 
shocked me to the extent that I 
began to doubt their salvation.
 Frustrations and irritations 
had set in when I tried to love the 
people with my human love. Soon 
I found myself even trying to avoid 
being with a local person and 
also detesting their language and 
culture. There and then, I knew, it 
was time to take a break and just 
be alone with my Father. 
 One night, I simply broke down 
and knelt before Him, confessing 
all that I was feeling and what went 
through my thoughts…seeking His 
FORGIVENESS. There I found His 
warm arms embracing me and I 
knew I was forgiven.
 Our Father was so comforting, 
gently reminding me that first, I 
am not to judge whether they were 
saved or not; second this problem 
is not just found in this country in 
which I serve, but is everywhere, 
even my own home country; third, 
I have loved the local people with 
my own human love which resulted 
in a tiredness to continue lov-
ing them. Only our Father’s love 
can sustain me and I needed to 
allow that love to flow in me, then 
flow out to others. I needed to 
see through the eyes of His Son, 
feeling how He would feel for His 
lost sheep. I then prayed for all the 
local believers and also prayed 
for the lost souls in the country to 
which He has sent me.
 Human love can only do so 
much. But when I allow the love 
of our Father to flow through me 
to others, that is the love which 
sustains forever…

Indeed a battlefield out here…

Since coming to the field, I twice received news that my 
mother was suspected of having cancer, and twice also I 
can testify to the goodness of our Father - my mother’s 
results were clear from cancer.  This was indeed an 
attack from the evil one, knowing that attacking 
families at home will surely affect any-
one who is out on the field. 
 Our Father is indeed faithful. 
In times of trials, He pours out 
His grace upon me even more 
and enables me to take firmness 
in His Word, enabling 
me to stand. He reminds 
me of John 17 – about 
facing trials and tribulations. 
I’m fully reminded of the 
authority He has given me to 
stand on His Word. Each time 
I go to His Word, there is such 
freshness of Living Water flow-
ing into my spirit, and I get so 
excited and I will start penning 
it down in my journal and even 
making it into a teaching note for 
future use.
 Our Father is never too late nor 
too early in sending His help 
– either through His Word 
or through someone to 
speak a word of encour-
agement. 

Reality quickly sets in…

Soon after arriving on the field, an-
other battle quickly began. I heard 
stories after stories of local be-
lievers who were tempted 
by greed, wanting power 
(prestige), becoming 
a believer for free-

*GK (pseudonym) is an alumni of ACTI, serving in a Creative 
Access Nation. 
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No matter what role they will have, today’s missionaries must learn to be flexible, creative, and spiritually 
strong; and they will need training to successfully cross cultures with the Gospel.
Asian Cross-cultural Training Institute (ACTI) offers a four-month, community-based, pre-field training 
course in Singapore.  With more than 250 graduates from over 17 countries serving all over the World, 
mainly in Asia, ACTI has a proven track record of preparing workers for many churches and mission 
agencies. The training received here has contributed significantly to their lives and ministries in their fields 
of service. At ACTI, mission studies and research are integrated with cross-cultural living, prayer, and on-
going spiritual formation. 
If you are a Seminary or Bible College graduate, or a Christian professional preparing for missions or 
cross-cultural ministry, do consider training at ACTI.  We are confident you will be a more knowledgeable, 
effective and culturally ‘shock absorbent’ missionary after your time at ACTI. Our lectures are given by 
experienced missionaries, and your interaction with them will enhance your ministry effectiveness!

For more information: 
Please contact us at:
Dean: Rev. Henry Armstrong 
Asian Cross-Cultural Training Institute 
11 Pasir Ris Drive 2, Singapore 518458 
Tel: (65) 6583-0085 
Fax: (65) 6583-0084
Email: admin@acti-singapore.org
Web: www.acti-singapore.org 

Gifts/Cheques should be made payable to:
ASIAN CHRISTIAN TRAINING CENTRE - in Singapore Dollars

   ACTI
Preparing Tomorrow’s
     Missionaries 

Response Slip
             Yes, I would like to have a part in the work at ACTI

 Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for the Scholarship Fund

 Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for the ACTI Maintenance Fund

 Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for Asian Mission/ ACTI News Bulletin

 I would like to be on your mailing list

Will missionaries sent out be ready
to face a new culture – different from their own?
 Will they be equipped to face new challenges,
  to know how to learn a new language, 
   to be effective in communicating cross-culturally?
  Are churches aware  that many missionaries 
   return home prematurely
    because of inadequate preparation?

 What is it like ministering in another culture? To 
begin answering that question (to just get a toe in 
the vast sea that is the Japanese culture) I would 
like to share what one of the non-Christian ladies 
here said last week. I found it fascinating. 
 The topic was “prayer”. She asked us Chris-
tians if we use any kind of object to pray to, like a 
cross maybe, or a Bible or something. Of course 
we all said “no”. Then she said “We Japanese” [if 
I can interrupt her comment here, this is a favorite 
expression of Japanese people, often used. They 
have this monolithic, homogenous (false) image 
that they are all the same. They also gain great 
comfort, security, peace from being part of a group 

and fitting in, conforming.]  So anyways, she says, 
“We Japanese have our Buddhist altars and/or 
our Shinto god shelves that we pray to.” But then 
she went on: “When I first heard we were coming 
to a Christian’s house, I wondered what I would 
see. What would he have as his object of worship? 
What would the Christian version of the Buddhist 
altar and or the Christian version of the Shinto god 
shelf look like? Then I came in and all I saw was 
just this typical Japanese home like everybody 
has!” Of course we all chuckled, but it was a real 
insight for me into her way of thinking. 
 On the outside, the Japanese culture is very 
western, very normal, and hardly discernible from 
Australian society in many ways. You might as well 
be in Australia! But if you scratch that surface, 
underneath there are radical and deep-seated dif-
ferences.
 A comment like the one from this lady wakes 
me up again to sensitize me, to alert me to the 
fact that I cannot just communicate with these 
people as I would with westerners, because we 
do not share all the same underlying assump-
tions. This non-Christian lady was being perfectly 
logical and reasonable from the standpoint of her 
own world-view, but of course we are amused 
at the conclusions she naturally forms from that 
world-view, because those conclusions are so far 
away from the truth. In the same way, I am sure I 
have amused many, many Japanese people by my 
western conclusions that just do not “fit” with the 
Japanese mindset.
 What has just been highlighted in this one 
example is yet another area in which we are weak, 
but we pray that Jesus will demonstrate His power 
through our weaknesses. (2 Cor.4:7-11; 12:9) 
Please pray this way too, for those of us in ministry. 
We desperately need prayer.

Gary & his wife, Ruth (ACTI alumni of 1985, from Australia) are church planting with OMF in Hatazawa, Japan, a city on the 
peninsula opposite Tokyo. They arrived in Hatazawa, September 2006, but have been church planting in various parts of Japan 
since 1985. 

DIFFERING 
ASSUMPTIONS
  Gary Weston

“My grace is sufficient 
for you, for My power 

is made perfect in 
weakness.”
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