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EDITORIAL
by Janet Armstrong

During the various holidays celebrated here
in Singapore, we often see jars or packages
of “Assorted Nuts” on the store shelves. The
‘variety’ of
nuts
is
what
makes this
snack so
delectable,
yet often, a
person will
enjoy one
particular
nut above
the others,
and eat those nuts first. If this happens
consistently, there is left usually one type of
nut – maybe the least desirable nuts,
(frequently the peanuts!) Numerous times I
have seen jars of left-over peanuts or other
nuts – sitting uneaten for months – because
no one wanted the least desirable ones. Yet,
when the assortment of nuts was bought, it
was because of the variety.
This act often happens in life and in ministry.
We know that there are diverse situations that
will come our way, and even as we go into
ministry, we are usually well aware of the
possibility of some “undesirable” situations
suddenly appearing. But, what do we do with
these undesirable situations? Do we try to
bypass them and hope that somehow they
will just disappear? Do we ignore them? Or
do we maybe even just try to “swallow” them
quickly in order to get it over with so that the
pain and frustration is not so great
(something like a bitter pill)?
Do we
sometimes beg God to make our ministry
more smooth and effortless, with more ease
of living for us? Do we often wish that
convenience would factor more into our
ministry and all that it demands?
As we allow God to use us in ministry, He
presents us with a mixed package of
circumstances and experiences – the
diversity in ministry. The MIXTURE is what
will be the best “taste” for us, what will give
the greatest flavor. If we only choose those
situations that are easy and comfortable, we
will never allow ourselves the satisfaction of
having tasted beyond a limited experience.

Yes, there are things that are bitter to our
taste, and maybe even some that are quite
undesirable, but in the tasting and eating of
those
situations,
there
comes
the
completeness or fullness of life that God
desires us to experience.
•

•

•

•

•

We will never be familiar with the goodness of
His grace (“My grace is sufficient for you”), if we
do not allow Him to work it in our lives through
difficult situations.
We will never know the depth of His love (“I
have loved you with an everlasting love”), if we
do not experience it flowing through us into the
lives of those who do not seem loveable to us.
We will never fully recognize His presence (“I
will never leave you nor forsake you”), if we do
not permit Him to take us through some of
those valleys or low places in life.
We will never wholly experience His
faithfulness (“…Abraham considered Him
faithful who had made the promise”), if we
cannot allow ourselves to rest upon His
promises in both our life and ministry.
We will never understand His suffering for us
and for those to whom we minister (“by His
stripes we are healed”), if we avoid
inconvenience or hardships that come our way.

If we were all to be able to go through life
without any struggles or inconveniences, just
easing our way through all the situations that
come our way, we would never be given the
chance to sharpen any skills, or sand down
any rough edges we may have, or even have
the advantage and pleasure of seeing God do
His amazing work in our lives.
We have a variety of authors who present
what God has taught them through adversity
and diversity – for His glory and for the glory
of the Gospel shown through their lives.
Ajith Fernando challenges us not to be
overwhelmed by our problems, but to be
‘overwhelmed by God’s grace’ as we live our
normal Christian life.
We are encouraged by John Wilson on the
double challenges of adversity and diversity how we respond to adversity in our lives and
how that response will either lead to spiritual
growth or spiritual deformity, and how
adversity mixed with diversity may become
opportunities for learning and growth.
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Kim Koh gives very helpful advice to the
home or sending church, on how they can
render help to the missionaries who are
struggling with crises and learning how to reenter their own society and not feel like
failures.
God often lets situations come into our lives
to “stress train” us, to enable us to stand firm
and stronger in everything else. The key to
surviving through these times is knowing who
God is, and knowing our position in Christ.
The Enns family opens their hearts to give us
a glimpse of how God has worked in their
lives through an extremely adverse situation
– grief in the death of their only son – that it is

not wasted in the process of transforming
them into the image of Jesus Christ.
Barbara Hagelberg explains how God used
opposition and adversity to bring about a
wonderful opportunity for the advancement of
the Gospel that would have been missed
otherwise.
Finally, Jacqueline Ong shares candidly her
own uncertainty in ministry and calling, and
how she allowed God to lead her through the
daily battles that had to be fought in ministry,
and how God’s grace kept them going.
I know you will be encouraged as you read,
and I trust you will be challenged to trust God
in whatever situation He allows you to
experience now, or in the future.

___________________________________________________________________

Dean’s Message
Henry Armstrong

It has been 3 years since my wife, Janet, went into the hospital here in
Singapore with what started out as Falciparum Malaria. We did not expect at the
time that she would be in a life and death struggle for the next 2 months in the
Critical Care Unit, that she would be in the hospital for 11 weeks, or that her
symptoms would become identical to a new disease which came out of China
close to the end of her hospitalization (SARS).
As the events unfolded before us, my three children and I sensed a peace from
God which surpassed all our human comprehension. He was in control, whether
He allowed Janet to come back home with us or took her to His Home. One of
our greatest challenges, though, was that of facing well-meaning Christians who
told us we were not living by faith but rather by hope. According to some, all true
Christians will not experience adverse situations like this, or if they do, well, it is
because of sin in their lives.
For me, as I look back to those 3 months, I cannot but wonder at the amazing
grace of God. He sustained us through all the uncertainties (a team of some of
the best doctors in Singapore were scratching their heads, and some of them are
still saying it is a miracle Janet is alive). However, I know that we were strong
enough to face the adversity because we had been through difficult times before…
maybe not as intense, but nonetheless very stressful. God had prepared us for
this time, and it became a time of encouragement for other believers and a
witness to those who did not yet know Him.
We are pleased to have our eldest daughter do all the illustrations for this
issue. Andrea lived with us in Singapore for about a year and a half and has
grown stronger because of the difficult times God has taken her through,
especially while here at ACTI and now living on her own. She is presently
studying art in Vancouver, Canada.
May you be blessed and touched through this issue of Asian Mission, as you
read about what God has been doing in and through other people’s lives.
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PAIN DOES ITS WORK,
AND GRACE TAKES OVER
Written by Ajith Fernando (while travelling abroad)
I left home on a trip abroad feeling very
discouraged and hurt because of some
problems. This is normal in the Christian life,
and these are emotions I must not deny.
Sorrow and pain must be permitted to do their
work. They:
•

•
•
•
•
•

deepen our commitment and mould
our character, especially teaching us
patience;
lead us to confess sin and show the
fruit of repentance;
prepare us to face greater suffering;
bring us closer to suffering humanity;
make us more effective ministers;
and
increase our joy by causing us to
depend more on God and his grace
than on earthly things and ourselves.

But we cannot go on living life overwhelmed
by our problems. Once
discouragement
and hurt have done their work, we must
return to the normal Christian life which I like
to define as “being overwhelmed by
grace.” Now, this perspective may come
soon, or it may take days or weeks to return.
But till it returns we must struggle with God
like the psalmists did in many of their
laments.

Grace must soften our hearts so that more
grace can enter in, making us gracious and
taking away that destructive attitude of anger
that looks at life saying, “I have been
wronged.” Such anger is an enemy which we
must fight with utmost dedication, for it takes
away the thing that makes discipleship so
worthwhile: the joy of the Lord. The sorrow
may remain. But the joy of the Lord can
coexist with sorrow, pain and tears. It cannot
coexist with bitterness. Anger also takes
away our anointing for we act in the flesh and
not in the Spirit. This makes even the good
things we do useless from God’s
perspective—wood, hay and stubble which
will be burned away at the judgment (1 Cor.
3:12-15).
Grace also takes away our cynicism which
looks at life with the attitude that says, “There
is nothing sincere and genuine in life.” The
gospel tells us that sin has affected every
sphere of life, and that everything on earth is
in need of redemption. But it also tells us that
“where sin increased, grace abounded all the
more” (Rom. 5:20). So we must replace
cynicism with hope in grace and a burning
ambition to apply that grace to every situation
in life.
We mourn the ravages of sin, but we do so
with a heart softened by grace. Jeremiah
shows this heart. He thundered angrily over
sin but was also known as the weeping
prophet because he wept in love for
the wicked and hypocritical people who
rejected his message. Mourning and
weeping? Yes! Cynicism? No!
The sin and hypocrisy in the church and the
world are terrible. But we always reckon that
grace is greater than sin. So we cannot afford
to let cynicism rule us, for the last word is with
God, not with sin.
On this trip I realized that I needed to retreat
into God’s presence and receive his healing.
One of the things which help us to return to
the attitude of being overwhelmed by grace is
exposure to the simple, but beautifully
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profound, truths of Christianity. God did that
to me during my retreat through the book, Out
of my Mind, by Joseph Bayly (Zondervan). He
had a column by the same name in the now
defunct Eternity Magazine. It was my
favourite monthly reading in my early years in
the ministry. Three of Bayly’s sons died aged
four years, three weeks and eighteen years.
Each of his other four children ended up in
ministry. He was known as a prophet to our
generation, but his writing oozes with the
deep grace of God learned through suffering.
Bayly reminded me that, in the life made
beautiful by grace, there are some things
which are normal but which the world
despises. We must accept these things as
basic to the Christian life and not be overly
upset by the more negative ones among
them. Here are some of those things:
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

a simple trust in Christ and an
enjoyment of his love which causes
us to be thrilled with life;
sacrificial love for others including our
family members;
suffering for our principles;
following the way of the cross even
though the world sees it as going
down on the status scale;
proactively seeking to bring people to
faith in Christ because that is their
only hope for escaping eternal
damnation and finding eternal
salvation;
accepting every disappointment and
hurt as a means used by God to
bless us;
opposing wrong, however out of step
we may seem with the rest of society;
studying the challenges to Christian
thinking in contemporary society and
formulating responses to them so
that Christians will be warned and
armed to face them and nonChristians will be challenged to
change their minds;
refusing to allow the sham values of
our superficial, media-dominated
society to influence our values,
lifestyle and methods.

These are the things I must pursue and make
my goals in life. Sadly, even many Christians
are pursuing things that really have more to
do with earthly honour than the will of God. I
can assure you that earthly honour will not

satisfy your soul. They think they can be
satisfied through things like the following:
•
•

•
•
•

status and earthly power;
climbing to the top of the ladder in
sports, in the arts, in academics or in
our professions in order to prove how
capable we are;
earning money and acquiring other
earthly possessions;
revenge
and
overcoming
and
humiliating enemies; and
proving that they are right and those
who opposed them were wrong.

God made us humans with eternity in our
hearts (Eccl. 3:11). We are too exalted to be
satisfied with mere earthly honour. Only the
joy and peace of the eternal God can truly
satisfy our souls. John Wesley said, “O what
a pearl of what great a price is the lowest
degree of the peace of God.” It is a treasure
so valuable that it is worthwhile sacrificing
everything in order to obtain it.
Let’s “have done with lesser things” and let
our lives be consumed by the pursuit of God,
of his wonderfully loving nearness, of his joy
and peace, and of his service. And, so that
we will not be sidetracked and deceived by
the powerful forces at work in this world, may
we feed ourselves daily with the truths of God
which challenge the sin, hypocrisy, cynicism
and anger of this age.
Used by permission.

Dr. Ajith Fernando is the national Director of
Youth for Christ (YFC) in Sri Lanka since
1976. He has an active teaching ministry in
Sri Lanka and
abroad. He is also
visiting lecturer in
New Testament at
Colombo
Theological
Seminary and at
Trinity Evangelical
Divinity
School,
Deerfield, IL. He is
the author of ten
books in Sinhala
and / or English..
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LEARNING THROUGH ADVERSITY
by John Wilson
Every missionary experiences adversity. It is
often unpredictable and unavoidable, and it
takes many forms: accident or illness; the loss
of or separation from a loved one; stress from
workload, cultural differences or difficulties in
relationships; and spiritual attack.
How the missionary deals with adversity will
result either in spiritual growth or in spiritual
deformity—character traits like self pity, fear,
anger, bitterness, resentment, or a negative
spirit of despair. These tarnish the character of
the person, but they also destroy the unity and
community of the Christians around them.
However, if adversity is faced reflectively and
prayerfully with the grace of God and the
wisdom of His Word, it leads to marked growth
in character and maturity. When a missionary
deliberately and consciously learns through
adversity, it results in better self-awareness,
and greater emotional and spiritually strength.
He/she becomes more competent to face new
challenges and better equipped to disciple and
comfort others facing adversities.

How the missionary deals with
adversity will result either in
spiritual growth
or in spiritual deformity—
One writer calls the testing experiences of
adversity “passages” 1 because they are not
“dead-end” circumstances but transitions; they
are events and personal encounters which take
you from one state to another. Three elements
(not steps) distinguish “passage” experiences
from the routine and ordinary difficulties of life:
1.

They are random and unpredictable.
These are not the everyday difficulties
of life, but are sudden or extreme
experiences. How you learn from these
will foster your spiritual formation and
develop competency in ministry in the
future.
2. They are emotionally and cognitively
intense. These experiences and events
touch the depths of your soul, and make
you question what you really value and
what you truly believe. Assess your
priorities and re-evaluate your basic

values to see if they are in line with the
Gospel and God’s revealed will.
3. They change your self-awareness in a
fundamental way. Critical incidents and
personal encounters of this kind cause
you to discover your personal strengths
and weaknesses. They make you think
about who you really are at the core of
your being. They create an opportunity
to sharpen the focus of your skills and
energies.

Passages of Adversity and Diversity
In addition to adversity the missionary is also
exposed to diversity. Missionary life and
ministry inevitably involves taking on new
responsibilities and diverse roles, and it entails
increased cross-cultural encounters and
contexts. For example, this could mean facing
one or more of the following:
• becoming part of a mixed-cultural team
• taking on one or more assignments you
feel ill-prepared for
• learning more than one language (e.g.
if you are Chinese, you may have to
speak English with colleagues and
another language in ministry)
• integrating family and ministry or
coping with a secular job, ministry role
and home schooling of your children
• learning to live a Gospel-honouring life
in a strange culture with values that
differ from your own
Of
course,
the
experience of diversity
is distressing in its own
way, but if adversity is
added—such as a
death in the family;
critical illness; personal
conflict
with
colleagues; terrorism
or a major accident—
then the stress will be more obvious, and more
extreme. But these “passages” can become
opportunities for learning and growth, when we
react or deal with it in a godly way—guided by
wise counsel of godly people we can trust,
informed by Scripture, and enlightened by the
Spirit of God.
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Is Adversity Punishment?
Many assume that someone who serves God
in ministry doesn’t deserve to suffer, or they
view good experiences as a reward, and bad
experiences as punishment. Consequently, one
common question when adversity comes is
“why?” “Why did God allow this to happen to
me?” Underlying this is a false belief that God
deals with us according to who we are rather
than according to who he is.
However, in times of adversity, it is important to
ask questions of faith: Who is God? What is He
like? What do I really believe about Him? Do I
really believe He loves me, is faithful, is
trustworthy, is present and will never leave or
forsake me? Do I believe that nothing, not even
this present adversity, can separate me from
the love of God?
I recently came across the testimony of John
Eaves, a Christian minister to international
students, who was dying from colon cancer.
What he wrote during his passage through
adversity is very perceptive:
“So many of us, believer and non-believer
alike, have bought into the unconscious
assumption that if we ate right and lived right
and took good care of ourselves, we would
be rewarded with long life. In some ways, it
continues to amaze me how many people
think this way. It sounds so plausible, but in
reality it is a lie. Why? Because this belief is
based on our belief we have the capacity to
control our destiny, and the truth is we have
no such control.
All of us have come face to face with death
or suffering at one time or another. If you are
like most people, you get stumped on an
incredibly simple question—‘Why?’ Such an
innocent word, only three letters, yet filled
with unresolved anger, bitterness, and
confusion. We all want to ask it, and none of
us gets the answer we are looking for. I am
thankful that I never asked that question
because of a simple sermon I read over 25
years ago by a German pastor named
Helmut Thielicke. While pastoring a church in
Stuttgart, Germany in 1944, an allied
bombing one Saturday night wiped out
almost half of his congregation, and heavily
damaged the sanctuary in which the church
members gathered each week. The next day,
a remnant of the congregation met in the
bombed out sanctuary. Pushing back the

rubble to make a place to sit, the
congregation listened to pastor Thielicke
deliver one of the most significant sermons in
their entire lives. I am paraphrasing here, but
I think you will get the message he was trying
to convey:
I know the question many of you are
wanting to ask this morning. But I want to
remind you that if you ask the wrong
question, you will inevitably receive the
wrong answer. Today, ‘Why’ is the wrong
question to ask. The reason is that at the
core of this simple three letter word is an
attitude of self-centeredness. The focus is
on ourselves, not on God. Life did not go as
we anticipated, and we insist on knowing
why it did not. The better question to ask in
such a situation is ‘To What End?’ That is a
question God can answer and can work
with, because we are focusing on God
rather than ourselves. This is a question He
2
longs to answer for us this morning.

Interpreting the Passage through
Reflection
John Eaves, had chosen to make his passage
positive and meaningful by taking time for godly
and prayerful reflection. Unfortunately, many
missionaries are too busy to do this. Busyness
in ministry gives few opportunities for
missionaries to take time to step back and
reflect on what they are experiencing—and to
do so in a prayerful,
Biblically informed manner, as John Eaves did.

Deep personal reflection with
prayer and study of Scripture is
one of the keys to personal
spiritual growth and effective
missionary life.
Failure to reflect in this way hinders spiritual
growth and makes a missionary less effective.
Deep personal reflection with prayer and study
of Scripture is one of the keys to personal
spiritual growth and effective missionary life. It
comes naturally to a few people, but everyone
can and should develop this ability to reflect
and learn.

…Cont’d on page 11
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CRITICAL INCIDENTS and RE-ENTRY
(Implications for the Local Church)
by Mrs. Kim Koh

“Am I a failure?”
This is a typical question we missionaries ask
ourselves when we have to return to our
home country prematurely because of a crisis
on the field. In such instances, we do not
have the luxury of preparing ourselves for
closure in our host country or for re-entry into
our home country like other missionaries
would. Therefore, this makes returning home
an even more challenging task than it already
is. Amidst these challenges, we also have to
grapple with core issues surrounding the very
reason of our existence—issues involving our
faith, personal calling, and self-esteem.
However, this whole experience need not be
all negative because it can also bring about
new growth and healing for us missionaries
and the church if both are committed to
walking together through this “valley of
death.”

Crises and Critical Incidents
Just what is a crisis? A crisis is a response
condition to an emotionally hazardous
situation that makes
the
missionary
unable to adapt to
life. It occurs when a
stressful life event
overwhelms
the
missionary’s ability
to cope effectively in
the
face
of
a
perceived challenge
or threat. A critical incident, on the other
hand, is the event that triggers a crisis in the
missionary’s life. It is the stimulus that sets
the stage for the crisis response. Examples of
critical incidents include natural disasters,
human acts of violence, victimization by the
witnessing of these events occurring to
others, actual or threatened death, serious
injury, or threat to the missionary’s physical
integrity. Specifically, the tsunami that hit
Southeast and South Asia in December 2004,
the earthquake that rocked Pakistan and

Kashmir, and the hotel bombings in Jordan
are recent examples of critical incidents.

Effects of Crises
Missionaries who return prematurely from the
field because of a critical incident do not have
the luxury of experiencing the “usual” reentry
process. As such, they may be unable to
sustain a purposeful meaning in life back
home. They can also experience hypervigilance, encounter sleep disorders, have
intrusive recollections of the event, and resist
engagement in daily activities. If left
untreated, people who go through critical
incidents can develop:
• A loss of trust in the natural order of life
• A loss of faith, which may cause
a theological crisis
• A loss of a sense of security
• A loss of hope as a result of despair due to
being forced to live without necessities or
luxuries
• A loss of privacy
• A loss of ambition and sociability
• A loss of normal family roles and
functioning, of prestige and status, of control
over the immediate environment, and the loss
of symbolic values, which cannot be
measured
• A loss of faith in personal invulnerability

When a missionary family returns
because of a critical incident,
how can their sending church
render appropriate help?
Physical and Financial Needs
The church can help by helping to find
temporary accommodation for the family
because chances are the missionary’s
apartment may be rented out.
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If the family returns because of a medical
emergency, the church can immediately
assemble a group of doctors to act as a
resource for the family to consult. A medical
fund can help the family meet medical bills in
the event the missionary’s medical insurance
is inadequate. Church members can
volunteer to stay with the injured party so that
the remaining members of the missionary’s
family can take turns to rest.
Should the decision to return (to Singapore)
be made very quickly, the family may not
have sufficient appropriate clothing. Having a
variety of clothing available to the family can
be a great help until they can shop for clothes
themselves.
Where possible, it is helpful to provide the
family with a sum of money to meet
unexpected needs since the family may not
have time to go to a bank upon returning (to
Singapore).
In the initial days after the missionary family
returns, church members can take turns to
bring cooked meals for the family. Be
available to provide transport in the event the
family needs to go to the police station,
embassy, hospital, or shopping center.
If there are children involved in the critical
incident, they may need the services of a
professional children’s counselor. Having the
names and contact numbers of these
counselors will be very helpful to the family.
If the children are of school-going age, the
church can help by approaching church
members who are in the education service to
help in placing the children in schools.
A month or two after their return (to
Singapore), the adults may be ready to begin
working. The church can be a blessing to the
family by helping to source for employment
opportunities. Even beginning with part-time
work to help them get on their feet will be a
good experience, as the intrinsic value of
work will assist in their recovery process.

Emotional Needs
Church members can offer to stay with the
missionary family in the initial days after their
return (to Singapore). One’s presence may
be the greatest gift to a grieving individual.

For example, after a critical incident, a family
may not want to be alone in an unfamiliar
apartment. Being physically present to hold
someone’s hand, to offer a hug, or just to
acknowledge, “This must be very difficult for
you,” can be enough to support someone in
their healing.
Be available to listen. Do not judge or
dispense advice and suggestions. Grieving
people need to share their pain with others
who are sympathetic. Listening to the
missionary tell his or her story over and over
can help the person sort through his or her
feelings and soothe their pain. The
missionary family may not just have suffered
material loss. There could also be symbolic
loss of hopes, dreams, and the loss of what
will never be. Therefore, a listening and
caring ear is always therapeutic for the
affected missionary family.
Sometimes, the trauma from the critical
incident may make it difficult for the
missionary to make decisions. In these
instances, try not to make decisions for the
missionary. Instead, provide options to the
missionary and have him choose. This will
help the missionary get back into the swing of
making decisions, beginning with the small
ones.
If the services of a professional counselor are
needed, the church should help to look for
one who will work with the family for a
specific period. A trained counselor can pick
up cues church members may not see.

Spiritual Needs
Missionaries who have gone through a critical
incident need to be under girded with prayer.
They need to know that God has not
abandoned them. One way to reassure them
is for them to experience people praying for
them.
Affected families may ask why God allowed
such a tragic incident to happen. It is a
normal, spiritual dimension of the recovery
process. They will need to work through this
issue, perhaps for the next few years.
However, they will not need our theologizing
right now. We do not need to defend God or
speak for Him. The Father will reveal Himself
to them in due time in His own way.
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Try to have the family absorbed into the life of
a caring cell group. Hurt people have a
tendency to withdraw into themselves. A
loving group of church members can make a
world of difference in the missionary family’s
healing process.
It is always good to have the family meet the
pastor of their sending church in an informal
setting on a monthly basis for a couple of
months. Missionary families that have been
traumatized need to know that their spiritual
leader has not abandoned them. Since these
missionaries have given their all to serve the
Lord cross-culturally, a pastor should never
feel it troublesome to meet with his former
missionaries regularly.
“Am I a failure?”
Our hope is that missionaries who have
returned (to Singapore) prematurely because
of a crisis on the mission field will answer that
question with a resounding, “No!” Our
missionaries are too valuable to lose. Every
one who returns home from the field
prematurely - is one too many. Let us not only
say we love our missionaries; we need to
demonstrate that with our actions as they
walk through the “valley of death” and
emerge at the other end into the light of the
Father’s love, acceptance, and affirmation.

O’Donnell, K. S. & O’Donnell, M. L. (1988).
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teacher. She has lived in Central Asia as a
missionary, and earned her post-graduate
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prematurely because of a critical incident on
the field.

_____________________________________
Helpful References
Braza, K. (1993, March). Families and the
ARCH
National
grief
process.
Resource Center, 21, 1-3.
Flannery, R. B. & Everly, G. S., Jr. (2000).
Crisis
intervention:
A
review.

International Journal
Health, 2(2), 119-125.

of

Mental

Involving Southern Baptists in disaster relief.
(2004, June). North American Mission
Board, SBC, 1-40.
Jordan, P. (1992). Re-entry: Making the

transition from missions to life at
Seattle,
WA:
YWAM
home.

Publishing.
O’Donnell, K. S. (1992). Missionary care:

Counting the
evangelization.

cost

for

Pasadena,
William Carey Library.

world

CA:

*********************************

FAREWELL
We wish Rev. Kim Chong
Pae, his wife, Mayuree, and
2 daughters, Annie and
Sally, farewell, as they head
off to Los Angeles, USA.
They plan to be there for 2
years while Rev. Kim is
studying for his D.Min. at
Fuller Theological Seminary.
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STRESS TRAINING
by Janet Armstrong

Our relatives in Canada are involved in the market garden business. Because of the long, cold winter
months, many plants must be seeded first in the greenhouse before they are transplanted into the garden in
the Spring. This should work out well, except that frequently the weather in the Spring is not predictable, with
frosts often coming unexpectedly at night. Therefore, the gardeners need to “stress train” their plants.
Take for example the tomato plant. What these gardeners will do is to basically
neglect the small plants, until they are almost dead. They appear lifeless and
completely dry. When it looks like they are almost finished, the people will water
them. Up the plants perk, and start to flourish. Then, again, they are put through
the same procedure – allowed to dry up until almost dead; and again, they are
watered and allowed to flourish once more.
This procedure is done several times, and each time the plant gets stronger and
more able to adapt to the uncertain weather it will be subjected to in the garden.
When the plant is finally transplanted into the soil outside, it will be much more able
to handle the extremes of hot sun in the day time and potential frost at night.
These gardeners know what they are doing, and they know what is the best for the survival of their plants.
God is our master gardener – He knows what we will have to face “outside” – in life and ministry, and He
will let us to go through periods of “stress training” in order for us to be able to survive through all that we will
experience. “A bruised reed He will not break; a smoldering wick He will not snuff out.” (Matthew 12:20)
People in ministry often face many situations with little or no resources. There can be a lot of uncertainty in
regards to the future and what to do with situations we are encountering at present. This verse encourages us
to focus on trusting God more, and realizing that God is always in control of every situation no matter what may
happen around us. The key to being able to “survive” through all these times is knowing who God is, and
knowing our position in Christ. God often allows situations to come into our lives to give us “stress training” or
to enable us to become stronger so that we may be able to stand firm in everything else.

________________________________________________________________________________________
LEARNING… cont’d from page 7
When you encounter a particular passage of
adversity, pause to answer questions like these:
• Have you felt anger, fear or a loss of
control? What does this say about your
confidence in God? What does this say about
your trust of missionary colleague and/or
national believers?
• Have you talked this through thoroughly
with someone—a colleague, a national
brother/sister, a pastor or someone else you
trust. It has to be more than dialogue about
what happened; you must wrestle with deeper
issues. Surely this is what it means to bear one
another’s burdens.
• Did this experience make you aware of
personal sin, error or weakness? Have you
admitted to God, yourself and others how you
may have sinned or failed?
• Have you examined your assumptions and
beliefs about yourself, or about God? Have you
reassessed those beliefs and assumptions?
• What have you learned to apply in your
personal life and future ministry?

1

David L. Dotlich, “Adversity: What Makes a
Leader the Most” in Ivey Business Journal, January/
February 2005. I have adapted his ideas to the
Christian missionary’s context.
2
John Eaves, Finishing Well: Learning to LIVE
Through Terminal Illness. Published by Hephzibah
House, 51 West 75th Street, New York, NY 10023
___________________________________________
John Wilson, and wife
Gloria, served twenty
years as missionaries
in Papua (Irian Jaya),
Indonesia,
and
currently is the Asia
Training Coordinator
for World Team. They
have 3 adult sons. He
and his family have
experienced adversity
in many ways, and
John
himself
is
currently being treated
for
cancer,
but
continues in ministry.
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GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A FAMILY MEMBER
by Dave and Phyllis Enns

November 13/05 marked 4 years since our only
son and youngest child, Stephen, suddenly died
at age 17 while playing basketball at Faith
Academy in the Philippines. At that time, the
Lord gave us his family a wonderful sense of
peace that he was with the Lord. But, the pain
is still there. We miss him.
Rather than sharing just my own journey
through grief, I thought I would open the door
just a bit in order for you to see how a family
grieves together. I don’t know if we are a
normal family or not, but you will see one family
attempting to deal with grief together even
though separated by many miles. My wife,
Phyllis, and I are in Singapore; Maria and
Andrea and Jason in Canada, and Carissa and Leigh in Australia. These emails were written
with only our family in mind, so I have adapted them slightly in places. Our youngest daughter,
Maria, writes the first one, and both I and her Mother respond. Maria had been on a shortterm mission’s trip to Africa with Shannon, just a few months before Stephen died.

MARIA:
“When Shannon lost her mum to cancer the month after we got back from Africa, she told me that she
would talk to her mum and have conversations to ease the feeling that she wasn't there. At first when she
told me that I found it kinda weird and wondered if it was healthy. Two months later I found myself having the
same conversations with my brother...and even though I still think it's weird after four years, I still have to go
to his grave to give him updates about what we're all doing. Like telling him about his nephews or that he
was my Jr/Sr banquet date...or talking about how Tree Sixty-Three (a favorite musical group of Stephen’s)
is getting more popular and of course that I miss him terribly. Or when I've had a long day at work and it's a
clear nite out, I pretend that the big dipper is my window to heaven and Steve looks down and we chat.
Some days I still have to pretend that the ...”what would I be doing if Steve were here” game. So much of
my grief has been about loss and my life loosing Steve when others have focused on his freedom and
eternity. I've always known that as much as I have lost someone I love, I've also lost part of myself - the
part that Steve made alive just by being himself; but because I believe Steve is alive in heaven I think I've
learned that to focus on his eternity and his completion is also to focus on my wholeness and eternity also.
Because as much as we haven't forgotten him - he also hasn't forgotten us. Because God made us for each
other - to have and to loose - so that I know for myself I can see a little more of Jesus and how He can
make one out of three, or be born as a baby to be our family too.
I just know that I'm crying today and probably tomorrow too, and these days are never easy for any of us but
as you all have encouraged me - when I occasionally get down ☺ - the best is yet to come. And what is
gone from here is waiting ... soon but not yet, right? I luv you all and just thought I'd kinda write where I'm
at...according to my counselor, grief is good...whatever that means.
Maria”
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DAVE:
“Dearest Maria, I address this to you, but include all in my response because you sent it to us
all. I had just gotten it when Leigh called us on Skype (internet phone from Australia), so we
read your email at the same time. Carissa had been talking, but as we read those words which
came from your heart we couldn’t speak for a short time. Thank you for that gift to us all,
Sweetie. My tears flow too………. While we have so much hope, we also have so much grief and
we should never try to deny that. Jesus weeps with us even though He sees the end of all
things.
Thank you for encouraging us not to waste our pain. As we mourn together – do
spend time with your family and friends - and as we bring our grief to Jesus, He
will use it to transform us into His own image.

I was praying and thinking of Stephen today. I have regretted many things, and wished I had
been a better father to Stephen. I have wished I had more memories in which we had really
touched hearts. Today, the Comforter brought some wonderful memories to me that was so
encouraging: I remembered how he defended me when one teacher kind of made fun of my
bike accident. I told Stephen that it did not bother me. He emphatically told me that it DID
bother him. It is nice to have a son want to defend his old, careless dad. Then there was the
tie he made me, an indication of his affection and love. I love that tie! Then I thought of the
times we would go out so he could drive – when he was still only about 12, and the fright we
received when a vehicle appeared out of nowhere behind us. That was the end of those
lessons! I know I could go on, but these were a comfort to me today.
Thank you for encouraging us not to waste our pain. As we mourn together – do spend time
with your family and friends - and as we bring our grief to Jesus, He will use it to transform
us into His own image. Paul says, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” (Ro.8:18). I believe there is an application
in this for what we are going through as well. It doesn’t reduce our present sufferings, but
what you experienced in Cambodia is a little picture. You said that your time in Cambodia was
worth all the pain of the past 2 years. According to this promise, one day we will be so
overwhelmingly blown over by His glorious love in the fellowship of all we love, that we
will say that it was all worth it.
Mom and I are so grateful for God’s goodness to us. He has given us beyond our dreams in our
family – the desires of our hearts. May God be very near and comfort and transform us, and
may He bring us all to that wonderful reunion with Himself and Stephen with great joy.
All my love, Dad”
As we bring our grief to Jesus, He will use it to transform us into His own image..

PHYLLIS:
“When this day comes around each year since 2001, I often go back to Frodo and how on his
anniversary days of his deep wounds and battles his pain would almost be unbearable – there are
wounds that seem to go so deep that only heaven will bring the final healing. Maybe that is why Jesus
will always have His wounds – for suffering and sorrow can only bring peace and give joy in the light
of God’s promise of His grace.
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Thank you, Maria, for sharing how God is bringing you through into a deeper understanding of His plan
and will for each of us. Some days eternity just seems a little too “fiction” and requires a lot of
“imagination”. Carissa and Leigh, even these added weeks in Melbourne can be hard, I am sure, so I am
praying that they will be good days, full of trust and hope and just knowing that ALL things work
together for our good. It is always so very special to hear those little voices coming through the
computer. When I think that I could be on an airplane and be there to see you in less time than it takes
to get to Papua – I am making it a matter of prayer!!
Andrea and Jason, thank you for your good words, Yase. Andrea, I know you would love to have us
all together on these days and just am so grateful to the Lord for being able to talk to you even when
we can’t be there in person.
Dad and I listened to “Pastor Piper” this afternoon and reminded again of God’s absolute wisdom,
power and grace in our lives. We are in the “book”, written before the foundations of the world and
that will always be my hope, joy and comfort on this day.
With all my love to you, Mom”
Dave and Phyllis were missionaries in
Kalimantan, Indonesia for 12 years. Dave
is the Asia Director for World Team,
presently living in Singapore. They have 3
adult daughters: Andrea and husband
Jason and 2 children are in a Youth
pastorate in Alberta, Canada; Carissa and
husband Leigh and 3 children are with
MAF in Australia; Maria is a missionary
candidate preparing to serve in Cambodia.
Stephen was born in Indonesia and spent
most of his growing up years in
Kalimantan, and was finishing his high
school in the Philippines.

_______________________________________________________________________________

CAN GOD WORK THROUGH ADVERSITY?
by Barbara Hagelberg
Opposition and adversity are part of every
missionary's life. But God can use these
things to open up our ministries in ways we
would never have dreamed ourselves.

Because of my chains, most of the brothers in
the Lord have been encouraged to speak the
word of God more courageously and
fearlessly."

It happened to Paul. In Philippians 1:12 -14,
Paul says, "Now I want you to know, brothers,
that
what
has
happened
to
me
(imprisonment) has really served to advance
the gospel. As a result, it has become clear
throughout the whole palace guard and to
everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.

Paul's faced opposition. He was even put in
prison. But because of that imprisonment,
God opened up Paul's ministry in new ways.
He may never have been able to preach to
the palace guard if he was a free man, and
other believers may not have been bold to
preach the Word if Paul was around to do it.
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Another benefit to us of Paul's imprisonment
is the letters written by Paul from prison that
make up part of our New Testament. If Paul
had been free to preach and been busy in
ministry, he may not have had the time to
give the deep thought to these letters that he
was able to do in prison. So God worked
‘good’ for the advancement of the Gospel in
the adversity Paul faced.
As missionaries we
also do (or will)
face
opposition.
But as Paul, we
must
not
be
discouraged by it,
but look to see
what God will do in
the midst of the
opposition or the
adversity we face.
In our ministry in Indonesia we faced
opposition. My husband, Dave, was a Bible
teacher in Indonesia at a small Bible school,
training church planters. Every year it was
difficult to receive permission in the form of a
visa to stay and continue our work.
Dave felt very fulfilled in Indonesia, and loved
teaching the Bible to these future church
planters. After we had been there for 8
years, our visas were rejected. This brought
to an end Dave's ministry of teaching which
he loved. It was a difficult and somewhat
discouraging time.

translated from English and published and
would also take time to write his
commentaries which were then published.
These commentaries have gone places that
Dave would never have gone to teach, and
are available to pastors throughout Indonesia.
Many are in their 3rd printing and still selling.
While maybe not as much fun for Dave as his
teaching, his writing ministry has had a far
greater impact, providing good resources for
the Indonesian church.
If Dave had not been prohibited to teach as a
result of losing the teaching visa, he probably
would not have taken the time or even had
the time to write these commentaries. Now
the Lord has moved us to another ministry in
Singapore, but the commentaries remain to
continue to help the Indonesian pastors.
So, even though opposition is discouraging
and none of us likes to face adversity, God
can use these things for the further advance
of the Gospel. Sometimes He lets us see
how He is working. Sometimes, I think we
will have to wait until Heaven and will be
surprised to see all God was doing behind the
scenes to work in the midst of what looked to
us like a negative situation.
So let us continue to praise and thank God,
even in the midst of adversity, and trust that
He is at work bringing about His good plan to
advance the Gospel, even if we cannot see it
at the moment.

But God began to work. While waiting and
searching for direction, Dave began
converting
his
teaching
notes
into
commentaries on various books of the Bible.
At that time, in Indonesia, there were very few
commentaries, even for major books of the
Bible, such as Romans. Now that he had
more time for study, he was able to expand
on his original teaching notes to make full
commentaries.
Then the Lord opened up the door for us to
get a visa through a Christian publisher in
Indonesia, where Dave would be a consultant
for them about which books should be

Barbara and Dave Hagelberg ministered in Indonesia for 15 years. They have now lived in
Singapore for 6 years, where Dave is the Asia Area Director for OCI. Barbara and Dave have 3
sons, Phil (& wife Alisha), Dan, & Peter.
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My Husband is
called, but what
about ME!
By Jacqueline Ong
“My husband is
called, but not ME!”
This was the thought
that lingered in my
mind
when
my
husband told me that
God had called him
into missions to a
particular country. At
that moment, I tried
to
become
passionate about the
things, culture, and
people
of
that
country but I wasn’t
able to develop my
passion at that same
level
as
my
husband’s.
Therefore, when we were making plans to
prepare ourselves for missions, I was doing it
in my mind and not with my heart.
During our time at ACTI, I was still struggling
greatly. Many times I asked myself,
“What am I doing here?”, “Why am I doing
this?” Deep in my mind and heart I knew that
I was doing the right thing, but I just lacked
the call and passion for missions. When the
course required us to write an article in
regards to missions, I was stuck! I thought,
“What am I going to write about?” I began to
search for books written by missionary wives.
Although there wasn’t much to be found, I
discovered in my reading that “the call” has
many dimensions to it. One author wrote
about her call – that it was being a wife. I
thought that was neat, as I could recognise
my role as that as well. I began to look at the
biblical roles of a wife. The Bible has a lot to
say about that. The passage that guides and
leads me is Ephesians 6:22-24.
“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife
as Christ is the head of the church, his body,
of which he is the Saviour. Now as the church

submits to Christ, so also wives should
submit to their husbands in everything.”
When I read and mediated on this passage, I
knew that to submit to my husband in
everything, includes his calling. If God has
directed him and called him into missions, I
will need to submit to that too. Submission
does not come easy for me nor is it difficult
too. My husband loves me very much, and
his patience and kindness towards me have
given me freedom to respond to God without
any force or pressure. I willingly submitted to
God for His calling upon our lives, and my
husband’s demonstration of love to me has
made this submission easier.
With that “call”, I went to the mission field with
my husband. We went through the process of
entry and cultural shock, language learning
difficulties and mistakes that we made with
our newly acquired language. My husband
picked up the language much faster than I
did, as I had a little confusion with the
phonics. So, instead of studying 4 times a
week, which my husband did, I dropped to
twice a week and eventually once a week.
Although my vocabulary is not as rich as my
husband’s, due to the fact that he studied 4
times harder than me, many have said that I
speak with a better accent than he does. This
is because ACTI had taught me audio-lingual
methods in learning a new language. So,
instead of just learning from books, I had a
helper at home who talked a lot with me and I
picked up words and pronunciation from her.
Thus, with my little achieved language
learning, I began to interact with contacts that
we made.
The first year had been a difficult and selfcentered year for me. I was still trying to
survive in a new culture and environment and
it was difficult to go on the street alone since I
had very little language. Staying home was
the only thing that comforted me. Being an
introvert, I make friends very slowly. I did not
do much in reaching out to the neighbours
around me at first, but someone else did that
job, my husband.
My husband can relate to people in a very
natural way. He is friendly and polite to
people he meets, and he loves to tell stories.
Many times, he would bring our daughter,
who was 2 and a half then, around the
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neighbourhood. Through his interaction, he
built up a rapport with people.
By our third year in the field, we had
developed so many friendships that my
helper and I were kept busy at the kitchen.
We entertained many groups of people. Not
just the locals but other nationals that we had
come to know. My husband once made a
comment to our leaders that he felt that we
were making a good team as he saw how my
strength in providing hospitality and help had
complemented his desire to reach out to the
people.
Suddenly, I felt that I was
part of the mission team!

Betty Crocker’s cookbook! Our friend loved it
and he said it tasted like home. That night, he
had an opportunity to share with his contacts
about Thanksgiving by serving them the
pumpkin pie.
I would have never imagined that my interest
in baking and cooking would open doors for
ministries. Many had commented that they
felt a sense of happiness and peace
whenever they were at our home. This
opened up opportunities for us to share how
peace and happiness can be found in Christ
alone. We also had friends who would make
their way to our home whenever they feel
down and lonely. We had many opportunities
to pray and share the love of God with them.
We knew that God, our Refuge, had
extended our home to be a refuge to some.

Meal times had become more and more
elaborate as we had different people coming
to dine with us. I would grab recipe books and
plan menus for those occasions. We had
many friends of different nationalities, so I
had to think about what they would and would
not eat. I trained my helper to cook all sorts of
food. By the time we left, she knew how to
cook Singaporean, Indonesian, Western,
Japanese, Italian and Mexican, to name a
few. When we return to Singapore, she
worked for a single missionary guy who was
very impressed with her cooking and house
keeping skills. What a blessing she has
become!

So, am I a missionary? Am I called? Or am I
just a missionary’s wife? Although seeking an
identity is crucial, but God in His grace used
me despite my uncertainty. We are home for
18 months now and are making plans to
return for a second term next year. Although
loving my husband will keep me going but to
obey God is what I desire to do most. The
passage in I Sam 15:22, speaks a lot to me.
“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of
the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice.”
We have listened and heard God’s voice. It is
in obeying God that we can please Him. We
want to do what the hymn says,

Living on the mission field was not all a bed
of roses. We had our daily struggles, and like
one of our team members said, “Everyday is
a battle.” I agree. Some days were easier to
fight and some were harder. It was through
these battles that we experienced the grace
of God. It is living in the grace of God that
keeps us going. I remember once, I was not
feeling very well, but I needed to bake a
pumpkin pie (which I had never done before)
for our single American missionary guy who
was living with us. Feeling that it must be very
important for him to have traditional food, like
a pumpkin pie during Thanksgiving, I really
wanted to bake him one. So, I tried, and I
believe that God in His riches glory gave me
the strength to finish that task. I am glad to
say that it turned out as good as the picture in

Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way,
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

Jacqueline Ong is
an ACTI alumnus.
She, along with her
husband
and
daughter, work in a
creative
access
nation.
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ACTI COMMUNITY LIVING

Day of prayer in Pasir Ris Park
Nui (cook) with Chan Jin

Violet and Nui (ACTI staff) watching
Soh’s prepare Chinese Tea

Group picture

You Jung (mother), Chan Ju, Chan Jin
with babysitter, Melinda

Eating Kalimantan style at Armstrongs
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Priscilla, teaching James “English” basics
A Guest sharing in Asian Missions Class

Ivy taking her turn to lead Chapel

Learning how to bake bread

You Jung sharing a special lesson
Marissa and others learning about electricity
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29th Batch TESTIMONIES
Ivy Yu Wei Kuen from Hong Kong

Marissa Carillo from the Philippines

I was born in a non-Christian family in Hong
Kong. I thank God that I can finally serve the
Lord on the missionary field. A new page of
my life has been started with my study at
ACTI.

I’ve been a Christian for 13 years, and for 7
years I have worked full time in the ministry.
Last year I committed myself to work as a
missionary in Catanduanes, in the northern
part of Luzon, the largest island of the
Philippines.
There is a great need for
workers and God has given me a burden for
the people of Catanduanes.

During the three months training not only was
I preparing myself for cross culture
exposure, but also learning how to live with
people from different cultures and nations.
The most important is what I have learned
more about myself, my weaknesses, and my
limitations. I have come to deeply realize
that I am not serving the Lord with my ability
or my talent, just leaning on Him and relying
on Him. I only have to bring all my
weaknesses and my limitations to His throne,
as I pray and talk to Him, then His power and
His faithfulness will cover my weaknesses and
my limitations. He will do all things.
ACTI mainly focuses on the development of
missionary work, and the life quality of a
missionary is highly emphasized. ACTI’s
principle is to help to equip the life of the
missionary. They arrange for missionaries
from worldwide to share their ministry
service experiences with us. I remember one
instructor said that when you become a
missionary, you never turn back although you
have many problems, but you can overcome
through God’s help.
I thank God I have been able to study CrossCultural Training at ACTI. I believe the
training will be most helpful to me in my
ministry. I pray and trust God to lead my
ways in the future, because I believe that
“Unless the Lord builds the house, its
builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord
watches over the city, the watchmen stand
guard in vain.”

ACTI training has been very good for me.
The lecturers didn’t just teach us, but also
showed us what they taught in their personal
lives. All the things I’ve learned here have
been good preparation for being a missionary,
but the most important thing I learned is not
just in my mind, but in my heart.
My
attitudes and character were trained, and my
heart and mind became more open to do
mission work and share the Word of God.
Since coming to ACTI, the Lord has reminded
me why I am in this world - the reason for my
existence. For God there is always a reason
for everything – there is also a reason why we
are here in this world. According to one of
our teachers at ACTI, there is no “if” to God.
Romans 8:28 says “all things work together
for good . . .” God has a reason why He has
brought me to ACTI. One reason I believe, is
that He is teaching me to fully trust in Him.
I would worry about what would happen to me
when on the mission field. God has showed
me how He supplies all my needs.
He
promised me in Matthew 19:29 “And everyone

who has left houses or brother or sister or
father or mother or children or fields for my
sake will receive a hundred times as much and
will inherit eternal life.”.
Isn’t it such a

great promise for us? I would like to thank
God who has given me this opportunity to
take the ACTI training.
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ALUMNI NEWS & PRAYER ITEMS:
PHILIPPINES:

ESTHER KOO
• Esther is presently working in Lucena.
• Pray for her as she continues to study
for Master of Divinity at Global Chinese
Bible Institute while in the Philippines.
LEE & SALLY PROUDLOVE
• Continue to pray as they learn the
Cebuano language.
• Pray as they continue to work out their
role and relationships in the church and
mission.
• Pray for the children (Ethan & Lily) as
they continue to grow and adjust to
living in another culture.
BUEN LACATAN
• Pray for the implementation of the
team vision and Mission statement.
Focus is on the Christian Education of
the local Mangyan Church. May it
happen by the grace of God, and not on
papers alone. God’s wisdom is needed in
dealing with different views on
leadership style within the team.
• Pray for protection. One elder, father
Gawid, received a threat from his
people group, insisting that they should
not believe in the small black book (the
Bible) but rather only follow their laws.
• Pray for salvation of the rest of
Buen’s family members.

SOUTH AFRICA:

FRANK & ADA TUAN
• Pray that together with a South
African couple and a Korean couple,
they would have good teamwork and be
able to expand their ministry with the
Chinese Immigrants.
• Pray for the plan to start a bilingual
(Mandarin & English) service in

February 2006 to reach out to more
people.
• Pray for the plans to start a Chinese
language school as a means to reach out
to students as well as the parents.

INDIA:

PRABHAT THAPA
• Praise the Lord for the opportunity to
disciple and challenge another to
become a missionary. Pray for Prabhat
as he mentors this young man (Isaac).
• The Lord is doing wonders in the Nepali
Churches of Shillong after CCMC. The
fire is burning in the heart of young and
old for missions. Nepali Churches are
sending mission trips to neighboring
states and districts. There are many
visitors every day inquiring about
avenues in missions. The Lord is
working. Praise the LORD!

CAN:

NAMSI & RATNA
• Pray for health – especially Ratna’s. It’s
difficult to be far from extended
family. PTL we have teammates to
share of our burdens.
• Please keep praying for protection,
strength and health so we could do our
ministry here.
• Thank God for good acceptance into the
believers fellowship.
• Please pray that may God reveal
Himself to the local friends through
His own way. They come from many
different places and are marginalized
politically, socially, economically. Namsi
and Ratna desire to mobilize and
empower them to reach out their own
people, but have no idea yet how to do
that. Please pray for God’s wisdom.
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WEB NEWS!
Our web page is now much easier to find, and we
have new e-mail addresses to go along with it:
Web site:
www.acti-singapore.org
E-mail addresses:
admin@acti-singapore.org ;
alumni@acti-singapore.org ;
dean@acti-singapore.org

Scholarship FUND
Almost half of ACTI’s trainees come from countries where they cannot afford the
cost of training in Singapore. Yet, the combination of residential cross-cultural living
and top quality lecturing makes ACTI an invaluable step in their preparation for
ministry. We are relying on the Lord to help defray expenses for these potential
cross-cultural workers through concerned individuals and churches from wealthier
countries. Please consider prayerfully if God would have you invest in building a
firm foundation for their future ministries by contributing to our scholarship fund.
It is money well invested.
_____________________________
Illustrations by Andrea Armstrong. An art student in Vancouver, Canada,
Andrea lived at ACTI with her parents and sister, Joey, in 2000-2001.
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Preparing Tomorrow’s Missionaries …
Asian Cross-cultural Training Institute (ACTI) offers a three-month, community-based, pre-field
training course in Singapore.
Knowing one target culture is not enough. Missionaries today face a fast-changing World and
diversified ministry opportunities. We are talking about tent-makers, non-residential missionaries,
urban church-planters, international teams, holistic ministries, and the great challenge of the 10/40
Window. Today’s missionaries must be flexible, creative, and spiritually strong. And they need
training to successfully cross cultures with the Gospel.
ACTI has more than 250 graduates serving all over the World, but mainly in Asia. The training they
received has contributed significantly to their lives and ministries in their fields of service. At ACTI,
mission studies and research are integrated with cross-cultural living, prayer, and on-going spiritual
formation.
If you are a seminary or Bible College graduate, or a Christian professional who is preparing for
missions, do consider training at ACTI. We are confident you will be a more knowledgeable,
effective and culturally ‘shock absorbent’ missionary after your time at ACTI. Our lectures are given
by experienced missionaries, and your interaction with them will open wide windows for you to view
your future career!

The second course of 2006 commences July 6, 2006
Closing dates for overseas and Singaporean applicants are April 30 2006 and May 30 2006
respectively.
For more information:
Please contact us at:
Dean: Rev. Henry Armstrong
Asian Cross-Cultural Training Institute
11 Pasir Ris Drive 2, Singapore 518458
Tel: (65) 6583-0085
Fax: (65) 6583-0084
Email: admin@acti-singapore.org
Web: www.acti-singapore.org
Gifts/Cheques should be made payable to
Asian Christian Training Centre

Asian Cross-Cultural
Training Institute
News Bulletin
Editor: Janet Armstrong
ASIAN MISSION is a journal published twice yearly by
Asian Cross-Cultural Training Institute (ACTI). ACTI
provides an intensive post-seminary and pre-field
training course designed for cross-cultural missionaries.
Subscription to the journal is by freewill offering.
Suggested amount is S$15 per year for local readers and
S$30 per year for overseas readers. This will help cover
cost of printing and postage. Cheques should be made
payable to ASIAN CROSS-CULTURAL TRAINING
INSTITUTE in Singapore Dollars only.

Response Slip
Yes, I would like to have a part in the work at ACTI
Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for the Scholarship Fund
Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for the ACTI Maintenance Fund
Enclosed is my gift of _________________ for Asian Mission/ ACTI News Bulletin
I would like to be on your mailing list
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29th BATCH ACTI GRADUATES

James and You Jung, Marissa, Ivy, Hye Ran

Special graduation presentation
“Hallelujah to the Lamb”

Farewell for Hye Ran –
with her church cell group
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